
The American Medical Association (AMA) issued guidance in the February 2005 edition of CPT Assistant regarding the 
proper coding for allograft bone used in spinal procedures. According to the AMA’s current position:

»» A threaded bone dowel is the only allograft bone that would qualify for CPT® code 22851 - Application of intervertebral 
biomechanical device(s) to vertebral defect or interspace. 

»» All other structural allograft bone should be coded with CPT® code 20931 - Allograft for spine surgery only, structural.

Guidelines for CPT® Code 22851
»» Intervertebral biomechanical devices and spacers made of metal, 

PEEK, or other synthetic material are coded with 228511

»» Use code 22851 for threaded bone dowels1

»» �Code 22851 should be reported one time per level, 
regardless of the number of devices implanted at each level2,3

–– Examples of intervertebral biomechanical devices (22851):

–– VERTE-STACK® BOOMERANG® Vertebral Body Spacer

–– VERTE-STACK® CAPSTONE® PEEK Vertebral Body Spacer

–– HOURGLASS® PEEK Vertebral Body Spacer

–– INTER FIX™ Threaded Fusion Devices

–– LT-CAGE® Lumbar Tapered Fusion Devices

–– VERTE-STACK® TELAMON® PEEK Vertebral Body Spacer

–– VERTE-STACK® CORNERSTONE® PSR PEEK Vertebral Body Spacer

–– VERTE-STACK® CRESCENT™ PEEK Vertebral Body Spacer

REIMBURSEMENT GUIDELINES
Intervertebral Biomechanical Device (22851) versus Structural Allograft (20931)

Guidelines for CPT® Code 20931
»» All structural allograft products, with the exception of 

threaded bone dowels, should be reported with code 209311

»» Morselized allograft bone is coded using 20930 (e.g., 
demineralized bone matrix [DBM])

»» Medicare guidelines stipulate that code 20931 should only be 
reported one time per case4

»» Examples of structural allograft devices (20931):

–– TANGENT® Cortical Bone

–– CORNERSTONE® ACSR/L-ACSR

–– CORNERSTONE®  ASR/L-ASR

–– PRECISION-GRAFT® Allograft Spacer

1 CPT Assistant. Musculoskeletal System/Surgery, February 2005, p. 14.
2 CPT Assistant. How to Code Prosthetic Devices, September 1997, p. 8.
3 CPT Assistant. CPT 2000 Code and Guideline Changes: A Comprehensive Review, November 1999, p. 1.
4 CPT Assistant. Surgery: Musculoskeletal System, January 2004, p. 27.

Further questions? Please contact:

SPINELINE® 
Spine coding and reimbursement support 
877-690-5353 
www.medtronicspinal.com/spineline

Physician Support:  spinalcodingmd@medtronic.com
Hospital Support:  spinalcodinghospital@medtronic.com

CPT Code Description RVU 2010 Medicare Payment*

20930 Allograft for spine surgery only, morselized 0.00 $0.00

20931 Allograft for spine surgery only, structural 3.02 $109

22851 Application of intervertebral biomechanical device(s) to vertebral defect or interspace 11.08 $400

Physician Coding and Payment

* Calculated for 2010: RVU (no geographic adjustment) x Medicare Conversion Factor for 2010

Continued on back



Medtronic
Spinal and Biologics Business 
Worldwide Headquarters

2600 Sofamor Danek Drive 
Memphis, TN 38132

1800 Pyramid Place 
Memphis, TN 38132

(901) 396-3133 
(800) 876-3133 
Customer Service: (800) 933-2635

www.medtronic.com 
For more information go to  
www.myspinetools.com

©
20

10
 M

ed
tr

on
ic

 S
of

am
or

 D
an

ek
 U

SA
, I

nc
. A

ll 
Ri

gh
ts

 R
es

er
ve

d.
 IR

N
66

98
/0

48
 R

EV
IR

N
10

81
8-

2.
0-

04
/0

21
0 

The materials and information cited here are for informational purposes only 
and are provided to assist in obtaining coverage and reimbursement for health 
care services. However, there can be no guarantee or assurances that it will not 
become outdated, without the notice of Medtronic, Inc., or that government 
or other payers may not differ with the guidance contained herein. The 
responsibility for coding correctly lies with the health care provider ultimately, 
and we urge you to consult with your coding advisors and payers to resolve any 
billing questions that you may have. All products should be used according to 
their labeling.

CPT copyright 2009 American Medical Association. All rights reserved. CPT is 
a registered trademark of the American Medical Association. Applicable FARS/
DFARS restrictions apply to government use. Fee schedules, relative value units, 
conversion factors and/or related components are not assigned by the AMA, are 
not part of the CPT, and the AMA is not recommending their use. The AMA does 
not directly or indirectly practice medicine or dispense medical services. The 
AMA assumes no liability for data contained or not contained herein.


